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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY 
 
Riley Research Associates recently conducted an omnibus survey among likely Oregon voters regarding their opinions on 
a variety of current issues.  The scientific telephone survey was conducted among 478 randomly selected registered 
voters throughout the state.  A sample of 478 provides results accurate to within +/-4.5% at a 95% level of confidence.  
Republican and Democrat sub-samples (roughly 200 each) are accurate to within +/-7%.   
 
Fielding took place between March 5th and 13th, 2007.  The poll defined “likely voters” as those who have voted in at least 
two of the following four elections: 2004 General, 2004 Primary, 2006 General, and 2006 Primary.  Regional breakouts 
were defined for cross-tabulations. The counties were classified into the following regions:  
 

 Portland Metro: Clackamas, Columbia, Multnomah, Washington 
 Willamette Valley: Benton, Lane, Linn, Marion, Polk, Yamhill 
 Southern: Douglas, Jackson, Josephine 
 Central/Eastern: Baker, Crook, Deschutes, Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Hood River, Jefferson, Klamath, Lake, Malheur, 

Morrow, Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wasco, Wallowa, Wheeler 
 Coast: Clatsop, Coos, Curry, Lincoln, Tillamook 

 
An executive overview has been provided, followed by cross-tabulations, which display the exact questions asked, along 
with demographic breakouts for each question.  The political party cross-tab includes three categories: Democrats, 
Republicans, and all others.  Not all tables add to 100 percent, due to rounding. 
 
EXECUTIVE OVERVIEW 
 
Presidential Primaries 
 
Oregon Democrats were asked whom they would most likely support from among a broad list of candidates read to them.  
Hillary Clinton was the top vote getter, with support from 31 percent, while Barack Obama was next with 21 percent and 
all others trailed far back.  With 27 percent undecided, John Edwards garnered 8 percent and Al Gore received just 4 
percent. 
 
A similar pattern unfolded among Oregon Republicans, with two front-runners and a large block of undecided voters.  
Rudy Giuliani was first with 33 percent, followed by John McCain at 20 percent.  With 25 percent undecided, 6 percent 
supported Newt Gingrich and 5 percent backed Mitt Romney.   
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Political Job Approvals  
 
Senator Gordon Smith has established a strong bi-partisan position, with approval ratings roughly equal between both 
Republican and Democrats.  With overall favorable ratings of 54 percent and unfavorable ratings of 25 percent, it is 
interesting (though not statistically significant) to note that the Senator’s unfavorable ratings actually appear to be higher 
among Republicans (27 percent) than among Democrats (25 percent).  One in five voters (21 percent) was unsure, 
although independent voters are those most likely to be neutral or unsure (35 percent). 
 
While Governor Ted Kulongoski maintains more favorable than unfavorable ratings, last year’s election appears to have 
turned some neutral constituents to opponents.  Before 2006, about one-third of non-supporters held neutral opinions of 
the Governor, but currently only 16 percent are neutral, with 35 percent holding unfavorable opinions.  The governor drew 
a favorable rating from 72 percent of Democrats, compared to 35 percent of independents* and 30 percent of 
Republicans.  (*Independents in this poll include all those not registered as Democrats or Republicans.) 
 

Ratings 2007 2005 2003 
Favorable 48% 46% 43% 
Neutral 16 30 33 
Unfavorable 35 23 23 

 
 
Oregon Issues 
 
We asked whether voters thought the State of Oregon was headed in the right or wrong direction: 41 percent said “right 
direction,” while 37% said “wrong direction” and 22 percent were unsure.   
 
Voters were asked whether they supported or opposed the Governor’s proposed 84.5 cent per-pack cigarette tax 
increase.  A solid majority (59 percent) supports the increase, while 35 percent opposes the increase and just 6 percent 
are unsure.   Women are significantly more likely than men to support the tax increase (65 percent versus 52 percent of 
men), while independent voters and Republicans are most likely to oppose the tax (46 percent and 40 percent, 
respectively).   
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(If Republican) First, I'd like to ask you a couple of questions on national issues: 
 
As you know, a number of Republican candidates have stated their intention to run for President of the United 
States in 2008. At this time, which of the following candidates would you most likely support? I'm going to read a 
list, please stop me when I get to your candidate. (Aided) 
               
 
    VOTER POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE REGION HISTORY PARTY 
 ————————— ———————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ——————————————   
   FE 18- 40- 50- 60-   WILL  C/E CO      OTHR  
 Total MALE MALE 39 49 59 69 70+ PTD VLY S.OR OR AST 2/4 3/4 4/4 REP DEM /NP  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 191 103 87 15 31 38 48 59 81 51 22 27 9 48 47 96 191 0 0 
  54% 46% 8% 16% 20% 25% 31% 42% 27% 12% 14% 5% 25% 24% 50% 100% 0% 0% 
 
Rudy Giuliani 33% 31% 35% 38% 27% 24% 35% 38% 30% 42% 38% 21% 30% 29% 32% 35% 33% - - 
John McCain 20  23  16  19  21  20  27  14  18  9  17  41  40  25  18  18  20  - - 
Newt Gingrich 6  7  5  13  - 7  6  8  9  7  4  - - 6  8  6  6  - - 
Mitt Romney 5  5  6  6  6  5  6  5  3  9  8  3  - 6  4  6  5  - - 
Mike Huckabee 2  1  3  - 3  2  2  2  2  - 8  - - - 2  3  2  - - 
Ron Paul 1  1  1  - - 2  - 2  - 2  - - 10  - - 2  1  - - 
Tommy Thompson 1  2  - - 3  2  - - - 4  - - - - 2  1  1  - - 
Tom Tancredo 0  - 1  - - 2  - - 1  - - - - 2  - - 0  - - 
Miscellaneous 4  4  5  13  6  5  2  3  8  2  4  - - 4  6  4  4  - - 
Undecided/ Don't know 25  25  26  13  33  24  21  29  26  24  21  31  20  27  28  23  25  - - 
Refused 1  2  1  - - 5  2  - 1  2  - 3  - 2  - 2  1  - - 
 
         Chi Square 6.62 27.13 49.49 10.23 0.00 
 .761 .940 .144 .964 .999 
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(If Democrat) First, I'd like to ask you a couple of questions on national issues: 
 
As you know, a number of Democratic candidates have stated their intention to run for President of the United 
States in 2008. At this time, which of the following candidates would you most likely support? I'm going to read a 
list, please stop me when I reach your candidate. (Aided) 
               
 
    VOTER POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE REGION HISTORY PARTY 
 ————————— ———————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ——————————————   
   FE 18- 40- 50- 60-   WILL  C/E CO      OTHR  
 Total MALE MALE 39 49 59 69 70+ PTD VLY S.OR OR AST 2/4 3/4 4/4 REP DEM /NP  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 201 71 130 8 27 45 50 71 88 60 24 20 9 29 47 125 0 201 0 
  35% 65% 4% 13% 22% 25% 35% 44% 30% 12% 10% 4% 14% 23% 62% 0% 100% 0% 
 
Hillary Clinton 31% 24% 35% 38% 30% 31% 30% 31% 30% 33% 25% 25% 56% 34% 30% 30% - 31% - 
Barack Obama 21  24  20  50  11  29  16  21  28  15  17  20  11  7  23  24  - 21  - 
John Edwards 8  8  8  - 7  7  8  10  7  7  17  - 22  10  6  8  - 8  - 
Al Gore 4  4  5  - 4  2  2  8  6  5  4  - - 3  6  4  - 4  - 
Bill Richardson 2  3  2  - - 4  2  1  1  5  - - - - 2  2  - 2  - 
Chris Dodd 0  - 1  - - - 2  - 1  - - - - - 2  - - 0  - 
Undecided/ Don't know 27  30  26  13  41  22  28  27  22  27  33  55  11  38  23  26  - 27  - 
Miscellaneous 2  4  2  - 7  - 6  - 2  5  - - - 7  - 2  - 2  - 
Refused 2  1  2  - - 2  4  1  2  2  4  - - - 2  2  - 2  - 
 
         Chi Square 4.91 31.90 32.52 20.49 0.00 
 .842 .664 .635 .306 .999 
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In terms of the job US Senator Gordon Smith is doing, is your opinion generally favorable or unfavorable?  
               
 
    VOTER POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE REGION HISTORY PARTY 
 ————————— ———————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ——————————————   
   FE 18- 40- 50- 60-   WILL  C/E CO      OTHR  
 Total MALE MALE 39 49 59 69 70+ PTD VLY S.OR OR AST 2/4 3/4 4/4 REP DEM /NP  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 478 219 259 34 73 116 108 148 198 136 57 60 27 107 120 251 191 201 86 
  46% 54% 7% 15% 24% 23% 31% 41% 29% 12% 13% 6% 22% 25% 52% 40% 42% 18% 
 
Favorable 54% 54% 54% 52% 61% 42% 53% 61% 53% 49% 62% 57% 56% 54% 58% 52% 57% 55% 44% 
Neutral/ Unsure 21  15  26  25  23  21  21  18  23  19  16  19  27  18  23  21  16  19  35  
Unfavorable 25  31  20  23  16  35  26  21  23  31  22  24  16  28  19  27  27  25  21  
Refused 0  0  0  - - 2  - - 1  1  - - - - - 1  0  0  - 
 
         Chi Square 12.81 19.87 7.53 5.39 13.88 
 .005 .070 .821 .494 .031 
 
 
 

               
 
In terms of the job Governor Kulongoski has done since being re-elected to office, is your opinion generally 
favorable or unfavorable? 
               
 
    VOTER POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE REGION HISTORY PARTY 
 ————————— ———————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ——————————————   
   FE 18- 40- 50- 60-   WILL  C/E CO      OTHR  
 Total MALE MALE 39 49 59 69 70+ PTD VLY S.OR OR AST 2/4 3/4 4/4 REP DEM /NP  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 478 219 259 34 73 116 108 148 198 136 57 60 27 107 120 251 191 201 86 
  46% 54% 7% 15% 24% 23% 31% 41% 29% 12% 13% 6% 22% 25% 52% 40% 42% 18% 
 
Favorable 48% 44% 52% 48% 48% 42% 48% 54% 55% 49% 39% 38% 38% 39% 48% 53% 30% 72% 35% 
Neutral/ Both/ Don't Know 16  14  18  12  24  17  11  17  14  15  17  21  28  20  20  13  19  10  24  
Unfavorable 35  41  30  40  29  41  40  29  31  35  45  42  34  42  32  33  51  17  42  
Refused 0  0  - - - 1  - - - 1  - - - - - 0  0  - - 
 
         Chi Square 8.15 14.34 14.37 8.85 81.98 
 .043 .279 .278 .182 .001 
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In terms of the Oregon's overall direction, would you say the state is generally going in the right direction or 
wrong direction? 
               
 
    VOTER POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE REGION HISTORY PARTY 
 ————————— ———————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ——————————————   
   FE 18- 40- 50- 60-   WILL  C/E CO      OTHR  
 Total MALE MALE 39 49 59 69 70+ PTD VLY S.OR OR AST 2/4 3/4 4/4 REP DEM /NP  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 478 219 259 34 73 116 108 148 198 136 57 60 27 107 120 251 191 201 86 
  46% 54% 7% 15% 24% 23% 31% 41% 29% 12% 13% 6% 22% 25% 52% 40% 42% 18% 
 
Right direction 41% 41% 40% 47% 43% 35% 38% 44% 42% 43% 26% 48% 31% 37% 40% 42% 30% 53% 35% 
Unsure/ Neutral 22  19  25  9  24  24  19  26  22  23  28  19  22  26  23  21  21  23  24  
Wrong direction 37  39  35  43  33  41  43  29  36  34  46  34  47  37  38  36  49  23  42  
Refused 0  0  - - - 1  - - - 1  - - - - - 0  0  - - 
 
         Chi Square 3.57 13.83 10.64 2.11 33.71 
 .312 .312 .560 .910 .001 
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Recently, Governor Kulongoski proposed an increase in tobacco tax of 84.5 cents per pack to fund a variety of 
programs, including health coverage for children and anti-smoking programs. Do you support or oppose this 
proposed tax increase? Strongly or somewhat? 
               
 
    VOTER POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE REGION HISTORY PARTY 
 ————————— ———————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ——————————————   
   FE 18- 40- 50- 60-   WILL  C/E CO      OTHR  
 Total MALE MALE 39 49 59 69 70+ PTD VLY S.OR OR AST 2/4 3/4 4/4 REP DEM /NP  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 478 219 259 34 73 116 108 148 198 136 57 60 27 107 120 251 191 201 86 
  46% 54% 7% 15% 24% 23% 31% 41% 29% 12% 13% 6% 22% 25% 52% 40% 42% 18% 
 
Support 59% 52% 65% 62% 59% 63% 47% 63% 64% 58% 49% 57% 49% 60% 52% 62% 53% 67% 53% 
Strongly 41% 33% 47% 41% 35% 44% 32% 48% 45% 40% 35% 39% 35% 38% 38% 44% 31% 50% 42% 
Somewhat 18% 18% 18% 21% 24% 19% 15% 15% 19% 18% 14% 18% 14% 21% 15% 18% 21% 17% 11% 
 
 
Oppose 35% 43% 29% 38% 33% 31% 45% 33% 31% 37% 41% 39% 40% 36% 42% 32% 40% 27% 46% 
Somewhat 8% 7% 9% 11% 10% 8% 9% 6% 7% 7% 10% 16% 4% 4% 12% 8% 6% 7% 15% 
Strongly 27% 36% 20% 27% 22% 23% 35% 27% 24% 30% 30% 23% 36% 32% 30% 24% 34% 19% 31% 
 
Don't know/ Refused 6% 5% 6% - 8% 7% 8% 4% 5% 5% 10% 4% 10% 5% 6% 7% 8% 6% 1% 
Not sure/ Don't know 6% 5% 6% - 8% 6% 8% 4% 5% 4% 10% 4% 10% 5% 6% 6% 7% 6% 1% 
Refused 0% 0% - - - 1% - - - 1% - - - - - 0% 0% - - 
 
         Chi Square 20.15 20.24 17.45 10.03 31.43 
 .001 .443 .624 .438 .001 
 
 


