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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY 
 
Riley Research Associates recently conducted an omnibus survey among Portland-area households regarding their 
opinions on a variety of current issues.  The scientific telephone survey was conducted among 300 randomly selected 
households throughout the tri-county area.  The results are proportional by county, including Multnomah, Washington, 
and Clackamas counties.  The sample of 300 provides accuracy within +/-5.66% at a 95% level of confidence.  The 
Portland sub-sample of 153 is accurate to within +/-7.92%.  Fielding took place between June 15th and June 22nd, 2006.   
 
This poll covers two topics: tax acceptance (seven types of measures) and public campaign financing.  The crosstabs 
include age, gender, county residence, City of Portland residents and non-residents, and political affiliation.  The self-
reported affiliations included: 43 percent Democrats, 23 percent Republicans, 14 percent minor parties, 8 percent 
unaffiliated, and 6 percent unregistered.  The cross tabs include the exact wording used in the questionnaire.  Findings 
are provided as a public service and may be freely quoted, with credit.  A copy of the poll is available at 
RileyResearch.com. 
 
 
RESULTS 
 
Ballot Measure Priorities 
 
None of the types of tax measures we polled were greeted with broad support, but some clearly fared better 
than others.  Top-tier measures include school operations and public safety.  Lower-tier priorities are 
currently greenspaces and recreation.  In the middle are libraries and school building measures. 
 
Respondents ranked each of seven expected types, with a “one” for the item they would be most likely to 
support and ending with a “seven” for the measure they would be least likely to support.  We calculated a 
mean for each measure and the averages ranged from 3.09 and 5.01 (the lower the better), so while no 
measure can claim a mandate, proponents of issues that rank further down the list will need to change more 
minds before November.   
 
Citizen’s priorities spoke volumes about which issues get first consideration and which currently lack broad support.  
Depending on where voters live, they may face a half-dozen or more such measures.  With lots of choices, voters often 
report picking and choosing on the basis of what they consider essential.   
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School funding measures appear to have a solid constituency, with nearly one-third of those surveyed (32 percent) 
giving school operating levies their number-one ranking.  School construction did not fare as well (ranked fourth).  
 
Public safety measures were also among the highest priorities, with fire and rescue ranked second, followed closely by 
law enforcement.  Next, respondents favored library operations, followed by greenspaces, then recreation programs or 
districts.   
 
 
 

The Riley ReportTM 
 

Tier 
 

Ranking 
Tax Measures 

(Ranked 1st-7th) 
 

Mean 
One 1 School operating levies 3.09 
Two 2 Fire or ambulance operations 3.39 
 3 Sheriff or police operations 3.42 
Three 4 School building levies 4.03 
 5   Library operations 4.45
Four 6 Greenspace land reserves 4.71 
 7 Recreation programs or districts 5.01 

* Survey of 300 Portland-area households; June 2006 
 
 
Public Campaign Financing has More Opposition than Support 
 
By a 12 percent margin (47 to 35 percent), Portlanders oppose the city’s campaign finance program.  Ironically, those 
who live outside Portland oppose the program in even greater numbers (51 to 31 percent). 
  
The youngest residents are most likely to support the program (at 37 percent among 18-29 year-olds), while support 
among progressively older respondents dwindles to a low of just 15 percent among those 70+.  Politically, support is 
highest among Democrats, although evenly split among that group (38 percent support and 39 percent oppose). 
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CROSS TABULATIONS 
                
 
Q1. In this year's General Election in November, voters will face a number of money measures.  I'd like to read a short 
list of types of measures you might see, and I'd like to ask you to rank each type of measure, in terms of your likelihood 
for support - or if you prefer, in terms of your likelihood to oppose each one.  Here's the list.  (Aided) 
 
School building levies 
                
 
     PORTLAND ITY C
 GENDER AGE PARTY COUNTY LIMITS 
 ————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ————————— 
           REP  REG  MUL CLA WASH    
   FE 18- 30- 40- 50- 60-  DEMO UBLI OTHR B/NO NOT TNO CKA ING IN OUT  
 Total MALE MALE 29 39 49 59 69 70+ CRAT CAN AFFL AFFL REG MAH MAS TON SIDE SIDE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————   

Total Participants 300 131 169 38 41 54 74 49 34 130 70 43 25 17 178 61 61 153 138 
  44% 56% 13% 14% 18% 25% 16% 11% 43% 23% 14% 8% 6% 59% 20% 20% 51% 46% 
 
1 9% 5% 12% 13% 15% 7% 7% 6% 9% 8% 7% 7% 8% 24% 8% 3% 16% 8% 9% 
2 18  16  19  8  29  13  15  27  18  21  16  16  20  - 16  20  20  14  21  
3 10  11  10  16  7  11  11  10  6  12  9  5  12  18  8  15  11  10  11  
4 23  28  19  26  20  22  26  22  18  13  23  35  32  41  22  23  25  25  21  
5 14  15  13  8  17  20  8  14  15  13  23  7  12  6  15  11  13  14  14  
6 16  15  17  18  5  22  20  10  21  17  19  21  12  6  16  25  8  16  17  
7 10  9  10  11  7  4  14  10  15  15  4  9  4  6  13  3  7  12  7  
 
         Mean 4.03 4.15 3.94 4.05 3.39 4.17 4.28 3.84 4.32 4.14 4.11 4.19 3.72 3.47 4.20 4.07 3.49 4.21 3.90 
 
         Chi Square 7.11 30.26 39.07 19.04 5.06 
 .311 .452 .027 .088 .536 
 
School operating levies 
     PORTLAND ITY C
 GENDER AGE PARTY COUNTY LIMITS 
 ————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ————————— 
           REP  REG  MUL CLA WASH    
   FE 18- 30- 40- 50- 60-  DEMO UBLI OTHR B/NO NOT TNO CKA ING IN OUT  
 Total MALE MALE 29 39 49 59 69 70+ CRAT CAN AFFL AFFL REG MAH MAS TON SIDE SIDE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————   

Total Participants 300 131 169 38 41 54 74 49 34 130 70 43 25 17 178 61 61 153 138 
  44% 56% 13% 14% 18% 25% 16% 11% 43% 23% 14% 8% 6% 59% 20% 20% 51% 46% 
 
1 32% 29% 34% 26% 39% 26% 32% 41% 29% 39% 19% 40% 32% 12% 33% 30% 31% 35% 29% 
2 13  9  17  13  22  13  14  10  12  15  16  7  8  18  15  10  13  16  11  
3 10  8  11  8  10  13  9  8  15  11  13  2  12  18  10  11  10  7  13  
4 21  26  17  24  17  20  24  14  18  15  23  28  16  29  19  25  21  20  21  
5 9  11  7  8  5  11  5  10  9  6  10  12  12  6  9  10  8  8  9  
6 12  12  12  11  7  15  12  14  15  12  16  12  16  6  12  11  13  11  14  
7 3  4  2  11  - 2  3  2  3  2  4  - 4  12  3  3  3  3  3  
 
         Mean 3.09 3.34 2.91 3.47 2.49 3.30 3.04 2.94 3.21 2.77 3.54 3.00 3.32 3.65 3.03 3.23 3.15 2.98 3.24 
 
         Chi Square 9.51 21.09 29.77 2.06 5.06 

 The Riley Report / Oregon Voter Poll -  
 June 21, 2006 

3
 .147 .885 .193 .999 .536 



 

                
 
Q1. In this year's General Election in November, voters will face a number of money measures.  I'd like to read a short list of 
types of measures you might see, and I'd like to ask you to rank each type of measure, in terms of your likelihood for support - or 
if you prefer, in terms of your likelihood to oppose each one.  Here's the list.  (Aided) (Continued) 
 
Sheriff or Police operations 
                
 
     PORTLAND ITY C
 GENDER AGE PARTY COUNTY LIMITS 
 ————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ————————— 
           REP  REG  MUL CLA WASH    
   FE 18- 30- 40- 50- 60-  DEMO UBLI OTHR B/NO NOT TNO CKA ING IN OUT  
 Total MALE MALE 29 39 49 59 69 70+ CRAT CAN AFFL AFFL REG MAH MAS TON SIDE SIDE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————   

Total Participants 300 131 169 38 41 54 74 49 34 130 70 43 25 17 178 61 61 153 138 
  44% 56% 13% 14% 18% 25% 16% 11% 43% 23% 14% 8% 6% 59% 20% 20% 51% 46% 
 
1 18% 21% 15% 8% 7% 30% 18% 22% 21% 16% 37% 5% 12% 12% 17% 21% 16% 17% 20% 
2 20  24  18  16  15  22  22  27  18  28  13  9  16  18  21  18  20  22  19  
3 15  8  20  24  24  15  11  12  6  15  10  21  16  18  14  10  21  15  15  
4 20  18  22  21  22  15  20  16  29  12  21  35  20  29  19  25  21  16  23  
5 10  8  11  5  2  6  18  6  18  12  7  14  8  - 10  10  10  12  8  
6 9  11  8  21  15  6  7  6  6  7  10  12  8  18  9  11  7  10  9  
7 8  9  7  5  15  7  5  10  3  10  1  5  20  6  10  5  5  8  6  
 
         Mean 3.42 3.37 3.45 3.84 4.00 2.91 3.41 3.16 3.35 3.35 2.84 3.98 4.00 3.65 3.48 3.38 3.28 3.48 3.29 
 
         Chi Square 11.45 47.23 56.24 7.31 4.31 
 .076 .024 .001 .836 .635 
 
Fire and Rescue services 
     PORTLAND ITY C
 GENDER AGE PARTY COUNTY LIMITS 
 ————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ————————— 
           REP  REG  MUL CLA WASH    
   FE 18- 30- 40- 50- 60-  DEMO UBLI OTHR B/NO NOT TNO CKA ING IN OUT  
 Total MALE MALE 29 39 49 59 69 70+ CRAT CAN AFFL AFFL REG MAH MAS TON SIDE SIDE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————   

Total Participants 300 131 169 38 41 54 74 49 34 130 70 43 25 17 178 61 61 153 138 
  44% 56% 13% 14% 18% 25% 16% 11% 43% 23% 14% 8% 6% 59% 20% 20% 51% 46% 
 
1 13% 15% 12% 11% 12% 17% 11% 12% 21% 10% 21% 12% 12% 12% 11% 18% 16% 8% 19% 
2 18  15  20  24  5  28  16  12  26  14  27  21  12  24  17  23  15  18  20  
3 19  18  21  8  29  15  20  27  21  28  14  12  12  18  21  20  13  22  17  
4 25  27  24  34  29  19  27  22  18  19  19  40  40  29  24  21  33  26  25  
5 16  17  15  13  12  11  20  22  6  15  16  12  24  18  18  10  15  17  12  
6 6  5  7  11  10  9  1  4  6  12  1  5  - - 7  7  5  7  5  
7 2  3  1  - 2  2  4  - 3  3  1  - - - 2  2  3  1  3  
 
         Mean 3.39 3.45 3.34 3.47 3.63 3.15 3.50 3.43 2.91 3.62 2.90 3.33 3.52 3.18 3.48 3.08 3.43 3.52 3.19 
 
         Chi Square 3.85 37.13 41.96 9.86 9.63 
 .698 .174 .013 .628 .141 
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Q1. In this year's General Election in November, voters will face a number of money measures.  I'd like to read a short list of types 
of measures you might see, and I'd like to ask you to rank each type of measure, in terms of your likelihood for support - or if you 
prefer, in terms of your likelihood to oppose each one.  Here's the list.  (Aided) (Continued) 
 
Recreation programs or districts 
                
 
     PORTLAND ITY C
 GENDER AGE PARTY COUNTY LIMITS 
 ————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ————————— 
           REP  REG  MUL CLA WASH    
   FE 18- 30- 40- 50- 60-  DEMO UBLI OTHR B/NO NOT TNO CKA ING IN OUT  
 Total MALE MALE 29 39 49 59 69 70+ CRAT CAN AFFL AFFL REG MAH MAS TON SIDE SIDE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————   

Total Participants 300 131 169 38 41 54 74 49 34 130 70 43 25 17 178 61 61 153 138 
  44% 56% 13% 14% 18% 25% 16% 11% 43% 23% 14% 8% 6% 59% 20% 20% 51% 46% 
 
1 3% 2% 4% 11% 5% 2% 1% 2% - 5% - 2% 4% - 3% 3% 3% 5% 1% 
2 4  5  4  5  7  4  3  2  3  3  4  14  - - 4  7  2  5  3  
3 7  8  7  18  2  9  7  4  3  8  6  9  12  - 11  3  - 10  3  
4 22  27  18  24  32  19  18  18  26  16  27  23  16  35  21  25  23  22  22  
5 19  15  22  18  20  11  15  27  26  22  16  21  8  18  19  16  23  16  21  
6 26  28  24  18  15  31  34  24  32  27  30  21  28  29  26  28  23  24  29  
7 18  15  21  5  20  24  23  22  9  18  17  9  32  18  16  18  26  18  20  
 
         Mean 5.01 4.92 5.08 4.11 4.76 5.24 5.35 5.29 5.09 5.02 5.13 4.47 5.36 5.29 4.90 5.00 5.34 4.83 5.27 
 
         Chi Square 8.96 42.70 31.35 15.44 11.06 
 .176 .062 .144 .218 .087 
 

Greenspace land reserves 
     PORTLAND ITY C
 GENDER AGE PARTY COUNTY LIMITS 
 ————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ————————— 
           REP  REG  MUL CLA WASH    
   FE 18- 30- 40- 50- 60-  DEMO UBLI OTHR B/NO NOT TNO CKA ING IN OUT  
 Total MALE MALE 29 39 49 59 69 70+ CRAT CAN AFFL AFFL REG MAH MAS TON SIDE SIDE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————   

Total Participants 300 131 169 38 41 54 74 49 34 130 70 43 25 17 178 61 61 153 138 
  44% 56% 13% 14% 18% 25% 16% 11% 43% 23% 14% 8% 6% 59% 20% 20% 51% 46% 
 
1 7% 10% 5% 8% 7% 7% 9% 2% 6% 13% 1% 5% 8% - 10% 2% 5% 10% 4% 
2 5  5  5  11  7  2  5  4  - 3  3  5  12  18  4  5  5  5  5  
3 10  11  9  8  7  17  8  12  9  8  11  14  12  6  8  16  8  7  13  
4 24  28  21  32  22  24  24  16  24  21  16  30  36  29  25  26  18  25  23  
5 15  12  17  5  12  9  19  22  15  14  19  9  4  24  12  18  21  11  18  
6 19  18  20  11  29  13  16  24  29  23  21  14  20  6  21  16  18  20  17  
7 20  15  23  26  15  28  18  18  18  18  29  23  8  18  19  16  25  22  19  
 
         Mean 4.71 4.44 4.92 4.53 4.71 4.76 4.57 5.00 5.00 4.59 5.26 4.70 4.08 4.47 4.63 4.69 4.98 4.69 4.73 
 
         Chi Square 7.98 31.10 39.12 14.21 9.25 
 .239 .411 .027 .287 .160 
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Q1. In this year's General Election in November, voters will face a number of money measures.  I'd like to read a short list of types 
of measures you might see, and I'd like to ask you to rank each type of measure, in terms of your likelihood for support - or if you 
prefer, in terms of your likelihood to oppose each one.  Here's the list.  (Aided) (Continued) 
 
Library operations 
                
 
                      PORTLAND ITY  C
 GENDER AGE PARTY COUNTY LIMITS 
 ————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ————————— 
           REP  REG  MUL CLA WASH    
   FE 18- 30- 40- 50- 60-  DEMO UBLI OTHR B/NO NOT TNO CKA ING IN OUT  
 Total MALE MALE 29 39 49 59 69 70+ CRAT CAN AFFL AFFL REG MAH MAS TON SIDE SIDE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————   

Total Participants 300 131 169 38 41 54 74 49 34 130 70 43 25 17 178 61 61 153 138 
  44% 56% 13% 14% 18% 25% 16% 11% 43% 23% 14% 8% 6% 59% 20% 20% 51% 46% 
 
1 6% 5% 8% 8% 5% 4% 11% 8% - 5% 4% 9% 8% 18% 7% 10% - 7% 6% 
2 8  10  7  8  2  7  11  10  9  12  7  2  12  - 10  2  10  10  7  
3 11  13  9  - 7  9  18  10  15  9  14  12  8  - 11  8  13  12  9  
4 27  30  25  42  20  28  22  18  41  22  24  33  32  47  28  25  28  29  23  
5 17  15  19  16  20  22  12  20  9  17  23  9  24  6  17  11  25  16  19  
6 17  16  18  13  24  19  18  14  21  21  16  19  8  12  13  28  18  12  24  
7 13  11  14  13  22  11  9  18  6  15  11  16  8  18  14  16  7  13  12  
 
         Mean 4.45 4.35 4.52 4.42 5.07 4.57 4.04 4.49 4.35 4.56 4.47 4.51 4.08 4.29 4.33 4.75 4.48 4.27 4.64 
 
         Chi Square 4.89 36.66 27.04 21.46 8.26 
 .558 .187 .303 .044 .220 
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Q2. As you may be aware, the City of Portland has adopted a public campaign finance program, which provides taxpayer 
money to qualifying candidates.  If you had an opportunity to vote on such a program for a race in your area, would you 
vote to support it or vote to oppose it?  Is that strongly, or somewhat? 
                
 
     PORTLAND ITY C
 GENDER AGE PARTY COUNTY LIMITS 
 ————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— —————————————— ————————— 
           REP  REG  MUL CLA WASH    
   FE 18- 30- 40- 50- 60-  DEMO UBLI OTHR B/NO NOT TNO CKA ING IN OUT  
 Total MALE MALE 29 39 49 59 69 70+ CRAT CAN AFFL AFFL REG MAH MAS TON SIDE SIDE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————   

Total Participants 300 131 169 38 41 54 74 49 34 130 70 43 25 17 178 61 61 153 138 
  44% 56% 13% 14% 18% 25% 16% 11% 43% 23% 14% 8% 6% 59% 20% 20% 51% 46% 
 
Strongly support 13% 15% 11% 5% 15% 7% 19% 18% 9% 18% 4% 14% 4% 12% 15% 8% 10% 17% 9% 
Somewhat support 18  18  18  32  22  24  19  2  6  20  11  16  24  18  19  18  16  18  17  
Neutral / Undecided 17  15  17  23  22  13  17  8  21  21  12  9  16  18  15  13  25  15  18  
Somewhat oppose 11  11  11  21  12  6  11  10  9  11  11  12  12  6  11  8  11  12  9  
Strongly oppose 40  40  40  18  24  48  32  61  56  28  61  44  44  41  38  52  34  35  46  
Refused 2  2  3  - 5  2  3  - - 1  - 5  - 6  3  - 3  3  1  
 
         Chi Square 2.29 55.83 36.13 13.25 7.35 
 .891 .003 .053 .351 .290 
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