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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY 
 
On behalf of KGW Northwest News Channel 8, Riley Research Associates surveyed residents throughout Oregon, 
regarding their opinions on various issues of the day.   
 
The survey was a scientific statewide telephone poll among 464 adults in households throughout Oregon.  The results can 
be considered accurate to within +/-4.55% at a 95% level of confidence.  The poll was conducted between November 10th 
and 17th.  Some results may not add to 100% due to rounding. 
 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Oregon’s Economy 
 
Oregonians are divided on the status of Oregon’s economy, with roughly one-third seeing no changes (35%), one-third 
saying the economy is getting worse (33%), and less than one-third (27%) saying it is improving (5% is unsure). 
 
A look at the rural Congressional Districts indicates the most dramatic differences.  In the Second District (represented by 
Greg Walden), 49% of those surveyed said the economy is getting worse.  In the Fourth District (Peter DeFazio’s district), 
41% say things are getting worse.  
 
Opinions are generally more favorable than our September poll, at which time 62% of Oregonians said they thought 
Oregon was headed in the wrong direction, and just 19% said Oregon was headed in the right direction. 

 1                                                              KGW Northwest News Channel 8 / Omnibus November 
November 18, 2003 



 

Governor Kulongoski’s Support is Rising 
 
As memories of the longest-ever legislative session fade, the Governor’s favorability ratings have risen (up 8% since 
September).  While about one-third remain undecided, unfavorability ratings declined from 32% in September, to just 23% 
today.   
 
Although Republicans were still least likely to give favorable ratings (just 26%), his popularity is at 61% among Democrats 
and above average among independent voters (45%).   
 
While most popular among the best educated (61% among those with graduate degrees), Kulongoski also appeals to 
many of those with just a high-school education (49%).   Support is relatively high among all of the state’s Congressional 
Districts. 
 
2003 April September November  
Favorable    41% 35% 43%
Unfavorable    23 32 23
Not Sure 36 33 34 

 
 
Support for the Income Tax Surcharge Declines 
 
As in our September poll, the largest percentage (56%) would oppose the tax, if it makes the ballot.   But while over one-
third was likely support the measure, just one-fourth (25%) now say they will do so.   
 
Supporters of the tax could take solace in the fact that the former supporters have not become opponents, but have 
shifted to “undecided.”   
 
 

2003 September November  
Oppose Tax 55% 56% 
Support Tax 35 25 
Not Sure 10 19 
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Satisfaction with President Bush on International Issues and the Domestic Economy 
 
Oregonians are split on their satisfaction with President Bush’s performance in “dealing with international issues, such as 
the war on terrorism,” with 48% satisfied and 51% dissatisfied.   
 
Opinions are split dramatically down party lines, with 79% of Republicans satisfied, while 76% of Democrats are 
dissatisfied.  Independent voters tend to line up with Democrats on this issue (76% dissatisfied). 
 
In dealing with “domestic issues, such as the economy,” most Oregonians appear to be dissatisfied (57% vs. 40% 
satisfied).   
 
Responses are once again defined by party loyalty, as the president has the support of 73% of Republicans, but is 
opposed by 76% of Democrats and 65% of independent voters.   
 
Among Oregon’s Congressional Districts, most of Congressman Walden’s constituents (CD2) are satisfied (54%), 
compared to just 26% of Congressman Blumenauer’s constituents. 
 
It is interesting to note that while rural Oregonians support the president’s efforts on the economic home front, a large 
percentage (40-50%) lack confidence in the direction of Oregon’s economy. 
 
Favorite Holiday Events 
 
Oregonians’ favorite holiday events include (in descending order), the Christmas Tree at Pioneer Courthouse Square, the 
Grotto, Peacock Lane, (Oregon) Zoolights, the Nutcracker and Winter Wonderland at PIR. 

 
    Holiday Spending 
 

It probably won’t be a banner year for retailers, however, as only 14% plan to spend more than they did last year, while 51% 
expect to spend about the same as last year and 32% plan to spend less. 
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CROSS-TABULATIONS 
 
Q1.  Would you say the Oregon economy is improving, staying the same or getting worse? 
 
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— —————————————————————— — —
   FE- REP- DEMO OTHR NOT 18- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65 & HS/ SOME 4-YR GRAD       
 Total MALE MALE BLCN CRAT INDY REG 24 34 44 54 64 OVER LESS CLGE CLGE DGRE 1 2 3 4 5  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 464 220 244 143 162 69 79 50 64 93 90 91 74 123 174 92 72 90 75 107 94 98 
  47% 53% 31% 35% 15% 17% 11% 14% 20% 19% 20% 16% 27% 38% 20% 16% 19% 16% 23% 20% 21% 
 
Staying the same 164 94 70 43 70 29 21 15 27 33 30 34 25 35 67 37 25 37 19 48 27 33 
 35% 43% 29% 30% 43% 42% 27% 30% 42% 35% 33% 37% 34% 28% 39% 40% 35% 41% 25% 45% 29% 34% 
Getting worse 153 55 98 42 55 24 26 19 11 25 30 37 31 54 49 28 19 21 37 22 39 34 
 33% 25% 40% 29% 34% 35% 33% 38% 17% 27% 33% 41% 42% 44% 28% 30% 26% 23% 49% 21% 41% 35% 
Improving 124 61 63 52 32 14 25 9 24 34 25 16 15 28 46 23 27 30 16 33 19 26 
 27% 28% 26% 36% 20% 20% 32% 18% 38% 37% 28% 18% 20% 23% 26% 25% 38% 33% 21% 31% 20% 27% 
Refused / DK 23 10 13 6 5 2 7 7 2 1 5 4 3 6 12 4 1 2 3 4 9 5 
 5% 5% 5% 4% 3% 3% 9% 14% 3% 1% 6% 4% 4% 5% 7% 4% 1% 2% 4% 4% 10% 5% 
 
         Chi Square 14.82 21.11 34.99 16.76 33.06 
 .002 .012 .002 .053 .001 
 
 
 
 

Q2.  In terms of the job Governor Kulongoski has done since taking office, is your opinion generally favorable or unfavorable? 
 
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— —————————————————————— — —
   FE- REP- DEMO OTHR NOT 18- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65 & HS/ SOME 4-YR GRAD       
 Total MALE MALE BLCN CRAT INDY REG 24 34 44 54 64 OVER LESS CLGE CLGE DGRE 1 2 3 4 5  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 464 220 244 143 162 69 79 50 64 93 90 91 74 123 174 92 72 90 75 107 94 98 
  47% 53% 31% 35% 15% 17% 11% 14% 20% 19% 20% 16% 27% 38% 20% 16% 19% 16% 23% 20% 21% 
 
Favorable 200 91 109 37 99 31 31 24 24 38 37 46 31 60 60 36 44 44 29 49 37 41 
 43% 41% 45% 26% 61% 45% 39% 48% 38% 41% 41% 51% 42% 49% 34% 39% 61% 49% 39% 46% 39% 42% 
(Neutral/Both/DK/Too soon) 155 72 83 50 39 28 32 15 28 30 32 23 26 41 61 36 15 32 22 41 29 31 
 33% 33% 34% 35% 24% 41% 41% 30% 44% 32% 36% 25% 35% 33% 35% 39% 21% 36% 29% 38% 31% 32% 
Unfavorable 106 56 50 54 24 10 16 11 11 23 21 22 17 21 52 20 12 13 23 16 28 26 
 23% 25% 20% 38% 15% 14% 20% 22% 17% 25% 23% 24% 23% 17% 30% 22% 17% 14% 31% 15% 30% 27% 
(Refused) 3 1 2 2 - - - - 1 2 - - - 1 1 - 1 1 1 1 - - 
 1% 0% 1% 1% - - - - 2% 2% - - - 1% 1% - 1% 1% 1% 1% - - 
 
         Chi Square 1.84 53.74 13.55 22.18 15.61 
 .607 .001 .560 .008 .210 
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Q3.   On the national scene, how satisfied are you with President Bush's performance dealing with international issues, such as the war on 
terrorism?  Are you very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied or very dissatisfied? 
 
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— —————————————————————— — —
   FE- REP- DEMO OTHR NOT 18- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65 & HS/ SOME 4-YR GRAD       
 Total MALE MALE BLCN CRAT INDY REG 24 34 44 54 64 OVER LESS CLGE CLGE DGRE 1 2 3 4 5  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 464 220 244 143 162 69 79 50 64 93 90 91 74 123 174 92 72 90 75 107 94 98 
  47% 53% 31% 35% 15% 17% 11% 14% 20% 19% 20% 16% 27% 38% 20% 16% 19% 16% 23% 20% 21% 
 
Very satisfied 100 40 60 66 12 8 11 5 15 27 15 16 21 29 36 20 14 21 26 15 20 18 
 22% 18% 25% 46% 7% 12% 14% 10% 23% 29% 17% 18% 28% 24% 21% 22% 19% 23% 35% 14% 21% 18% 
Somewhat satisfied 120 68 52 47 24 16 29 15 17 24 24 25 14 37 47 24 12 29 14 23 25 29 
 26% 31% 21% 33% 15% 23% 37% 30% 27% 26% 27% 27% 19% 30% 27% 26% 17% 32% 19% 21% 27% 30% 
Somewhat dissatisfied 75 30 45 17 32 14 10 6 15 13 12 20 9 21 26 18 10 9 17 21 14 14 
 16% 14% 18% 12% 20% 20% 13% 12% 23% 14% 13% 22% 12% 17% 15% 20% 14% 10% 23% 20% 15% 14% 
Very dissatisfied 161 76 85 10 91 31 28 23 17 28 38 27 28 33 62 29 35 28 17 48 33 35 
 35% 35% 35% 7% 56% 45% 35% 46% 27% 30% 42% 30% 38% 27% 36% 32% 49% 31% 23% 45% 35% 36% 
(Refused) 8 6 2 3 3 - 1 1 - 1 1 3 2 3 3 1 1 3 1 - 2 2 
 2% 3% 1% 2% 2% - 1% 2% - 1% 1% 3% 3% 2% 2% 1% 1% 3% 1% - 2% 2% 
 
         Chi Square 10.42 135.14 25.92 11.99 28.91 
 .034 .001 .169 .446 .025 
 
 
 

Q4.  How satisfied are you with President Bush's performance dealing with domestic issues, such as the economy?  Are you very satisfied, 
somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, or very dissatisfied? 
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— —————————————————————— — —
   FE- REP- DEMO OTHR NOT 18- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65 & HS/ SOME 4-YR GRAD       
 Total MALE MALE BLCN CRAT INDY REG 24 34 44 54 64 OVER LESS CLGE CLGE DGRE 1 2 3 4 5  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 464 220 244 143 162 69 79 50 64 93 90 91 74 123 174 92 72 90 75 107 94 98 
  47% 53% 31% 35% 15% 17% 11% 14% 20% 19% 20% 16% 27% 38% 20% 16% 19% 16% 23% 20% 21% 
 
Very satisfied 76 33 43 54 8 4 9 4 10 20 13 14 15 23 28 16 8 16 17 9 19 15 
 16% 15% 18% 38% 5% 6% 11% 8% 16% 22% 14% 15% 20% 19% 16% 17% 11% 18% 23% 8% 20% 15% 
Somewhat satisfied 110 57 53 50 20 14 24 13 13 22 17 25 18 35 43 20 12 24 23 19 17 27 
 24% 26% 22% 35% 12% 20% 30% 26% 20% 24% 19% 27% 24% 28% 25% 22% 17% 27% 31% 18% 18% 28% 
Somewhat dissatisfied 86 42 44 20 26 20 17 11 14 19 15 19 8 26 25 24 11 18 12 24 15 17 
 19% 19% 18% 14% 16% 29% 22% 22% 22% 20% 17% 21% 11% 21% 14% 26% 15% 20% 16% 22% 16% 17% 
Very dissatisfied 177 83 94 13 105 31 26 22 22 30 45 30 28 33 73 30 39 29 20 55 37 36 
 38% 38% 39% 9% 65% 45% 33% 44% 34% 32% 50% 33% 38% 27% 42% 33% 54% 32% 27% 51% 39% 37% 
(Refused) 15 5 10 6 3 - 3 - 5 2 - 3 5 6 5 2 2 3 3 - 6 3 
 3% 2% 4% 4% 2% - 4% - 8% 2% - 3% 7% 5% 3% 2% 3% 3% 4% - 6% 3% 
 
         Chi Square 2.62 149.30 27.41 21.74 28.88 
 .623 .001 .124 .041 .025 
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Q5.  If the ballot measure to oppose the legislature's income tax surcharge gets enough signatures, and is placed on the ballot in January, will 
you vote to support the tax or vote to oppose the tax?  (If Undecided)  Are you leaning toward supporting or opposing the tax? 
 
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— —————————————————————— — —
   FE- REP- DEMO OTHR NOT 18- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65 & HS/ SOME 4-YR GRAD       
 Total MALE MALE BLCN CRAT INDY REG 24 34 44 54 64 OVER LESS CLGE CLGE DGRE 1 2 3 4 5  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 464 220 244 143 162 69 79 50 64 93 90 91 74 123 174 92 72 90 75 107 94 98 
  47% 53% 31% 35% 15% 17% 11% 14% 20% 19% 20% 16% 27% 38% 20% 16% 19% 16% 23% 20% 21% 
 
Oppose 232 116 116 90 74 34 30 22 31 46 44 51 37 63 105 42 20 44 38 54 41 55 
 50% 53% 48% 63% 46% 49% 38% 44% 48% 49% 49% 56% 50% 51% 60% 46% 28% 49% 51% 50% 44% 56% 
Support 96 48 48 19 45 15 16 10 5 21 25 19 16 18 27 19 32 19 14 21 21 21 
 21% 22% 20% 13% 28% 22% 20% 20% 8% 23% 28% 21% 22% 15% 16% 21% 44% 21% 19% 20% 22% 21% 
(Undecided) 89 33 56 20 24 16 23 12 19 15 13 11 18 28 28 17 15 16 14 23 22 14 
 19% 15% 23% 14% 15% 23% 29% 24% 30% 16% 14% 12% 24% 23% 16% 18% 21% 18% 19% 21% 23% 14% 
Lean oppose 29 16 13 9 11 3 6 2 7 9 5 5 1 9 8 8 4 7 4 5 7 6 
 6% 7% 5% 6% 7% 4% 8% 4% 11% 10% 6% 5% 1% 7% 5% 9% 6% 8% 5% 5% 7% 6% 
Lean support 18 7 11 5 8 1 4 4 2 2 3 5 2 5 6 6 1 4 5 4 3 2 
 4% 3% 5% 3% 5% 1% 5% 8% 3% 2% 3% 5% 3% 4% 3% 7% 1% 4% 7% 4% 3% 2% 
 
 
         Chi Square 5.92 26.21 29.12 41.76 8.03 
 .205 .010 .085 .001 .948 
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Q6.  To begin, what is your favorite local location or event to go to during the holiday season?  (Unaided, Single Response) 
 
 
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— —————————————————————— — —
   FE- REP- DEMO OTHR NOT 18- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65 & HS/ SOME 4-YR GRAD       
 Total MALE MALE BLCN CRAT INDY REG 24 34 44 54 64 OVER LESS CLGE CLGE DGRE 1 2 3 4 5  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 331 159 172 92 126 54 52 30 56 78 60 58 48 60 121 84 64 103 0 149 0 79 
  48% 52% 29% 37% 17% 16% 9% 16% 24% 19% 18% 15% 18% 36% 26% 19% 35% 0% 39% 0% 26% 
 
None 105 59 46 27 40 17 17 7 20 17 20 18 23 24 37 28 16 38 - 44 - 24 
 38% 45% 31% 33% 38% 36% 39% 30% 43% 26% 38% 36% 55% 48% 36% 39% 29% 39% - 40% - 33% 
Miscellaneous (list): 56 24 32 24 20 7 4 2 4 13 13 15 9 9 18 18 11 24 - 18 - 15 
 20% 18% 22% 29% 19% 16% 9% 10% 8% 19% 24% 30% 22% 19% 17% 24% 21% 24% - 16% - 20% 
Pioneer Square Christmas Tree 37 14 23 10 13 8 7 5 6 12 6 5 3 5 16 10 5 10 - 13 - 15 
 13% 11% 16% 12% 13% 17% 15% 19% 12% 19% 12% 11% 8% 11% 16% 14% 9% 10% - 12% - 20% 
The Grotto / Festival of Lights 20 11 9 5 6 4 4 4 4 4 4 2 2 3 6 5 6 6 - 10 - 4 
 7% 8% 6% 6% 6% 9% 10% 15% 9% 6% 8% 3% 5% 5% 6% 7% 11% 6% - 9% - 5% 
Peacock Lane 15 4 10 1 7 3 3 2 4 4 1 3 - 3 6 1 4 7 - 5 - 3 
 5% 3% 7% 2% 7% 6% 8% 7% 9% 7% 3% 6% - 5% 6% 2% 8% 7% - 5% - 4% 
Portland Zoo / Zoolights 12 3 9 4 4 2 2 1 2 5 2 1 1 1 6 3 3 7 - 4 - 1 
 4% 3% 6% 4% 4% 4% 5% 3% 5% 8% 4% 2% 2% 1% 6% 4% 5% 7% - 4% - 1% 
The Nutcracker 10 3 7 4 4 2 - - 2 2 3 2 1 1 4 1 4 2 - 2 - 5 
 3% 2% 5% 4% 4% 4% - - 4% 3% 5% 5% 2% 1% 4% 1% 8% 2% - 2% - 8% 
Winter Wonderland / PIR / 8 5 3 3 3 - 2 1 2 3 2 1 - 2 3 2 2 3 - 4 - 2 
  Race track 3% 4% 2% 4% 3% - 4% 4% 4% 5% 3% 2% - 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% - 3% - 3% 
Parade 6 2 4 1 5 - - - 1 2 - 2 1 1 2 1 2 1 - 3 - 2 
 2% 1% 3% 1% 5% - - - 2% 4% - 3% 2% 1% 2% 1% 4% 1% - 3% - 3% 
Christmas ships / boats 6 5 1 2 - 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 - 2 2 2 - 1 - 3 - 2 
 2% 4% 1% 2% - 6% 2% 4% 2% 2% 1% 3% - 3% 2% 3% - 1% - 3% - 3% 
Refused 3 2 1 - 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 - - 1 1 - 1 - - 3 - - 
 1% 2% 1% - 1% 2% 3% 6% - 1% 1% - - 1% 1% - 1% - - 3% - - 
Meier & Frank downtown 3 1 2 1 - - 2 1 1 - - - 1 - 2 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 
 1% 1% 1% 1% - - 4% 3% 2% - - - 2% - 2% 1% - 1% - 1% - 1% 
 
 
         Chi Square 16.19 36.00 49.67 21.68 22.70 
 .134 .330 .678 .935 .419 
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Q7.  Do you expect to spend more money, about the same, or less money on gifts this holiday season, compared to last year? 
 
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— —————————————————————— — —
   FE- REP- DEMO OTHR NOT 18- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65 & HS/ SOME 4-YR GRAD       
 Total MALE MALE BLCN CRAT INDY REG 24 34 44 54 64 OVER LESS CLGE CLGE DGRE 1 2 3 4 5  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 557 253 304 169 198 84 92 55 81 113 106 110 90 139 209 120 86 118 75 149 94 121 
  44% 56% 32% 34% 14% 17% 10% 14% 20% 19% 20% 17% 27% 37% 20% 15% 20% 21% 20% 20% 20% 
 
More money 77 39 38 21 21 11 20 17 20 18 9 9 3 19 31 15 11 18 9 20 12 18 
 14% 16% 12% 12% 11% 14% 22% 30% 27% 17% 9% 8% 3% 12% 15% 14% 14% 16% 8% 18% 11% 17% 
About the same 285 133 152 104 98 36 43 22 23 49 63 66 61 73 106 58 48 57 66 44 60 58 
 51% 54% 49% 58% 52% 45% 46% 40% 31% 44% 58% 58% 65% 48% 51% 51% 59% 51% 57% 40% 54% 53% 
Less money 181 73 109 52 66 29 27 17 30 39 33 34 29 54 67 38 20 33 37 44 35 32 
 32% 29% 35% 29% 35% 35% 29% 30% 39% 36% 30% 30% 30% 36% 32% 34% 25% 30% 32% 40% 32% 29% 
(Refused / DK) 15 3 12 2 5 5 2 - 2 4 3 5 2 6 6 1 1 4 3 3 4 2 
 3% 1% 4% 1% 3% 6% 3% - 3% 3% 3% 4% 2% 4% 3% 1% 1% 3% 3% 3% 3% 2% 
 
 
         Chi Square 6.14 14.57 52.54 6.66 13.31 
 .105 .104 .001 .672 .347 
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