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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY 
 
 
Riley Research Associates was asked by KGW Northwest News Channel 8 to survey consumers in Oregon regarding 
their opinions on various issues that are facing Oregonians today. 
 
Riley Research Associates conducted a scientific statewide telephone poll among 621 households in Oregon.  The results 
can be considered accurate to within +/-3.9% at a 95% level of confidence.  The poll was conducted between May 5th and 
May 10th, 2003, among consumers throughout the state.   
 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Right or Wrong Direction? 
 
Oregonians are not pleased about the direction in which the State is headed, with nearly two-thirds (63%) saying “wrong 
direction” and just 17% saying “right direction.”  One in five (20%) aren’t sure which way the State is going.  The response 
was consistent across the various demographic groups, including both Democrats and Republicans.  The young adults in 
the survey (ages 18-25) were least pessimistic, with only 40% saying “wrong direction” and 36% saying “right direction.” 
 
 
Support for Schools 
 
Caution: the School Districts with tax increase measures represented relatively small populations throughout the State 
and as such, the numbers of constituents surveyed from these districts were small.  Further, most of those surveyed 
represented the Beaverton District.  As such we are reporting only the results of the Beaverton District, and are providing 
those results with a strong cautionary statement.  Beaverton’s 57 survey participants provides a margin of error of roughly 
+/-14% at a 95% level of confidence).  
 
That said, the Beaverton District levy is too close to call, although it appears to be leading slightly, with 55% “yes” as 
opposed to 14% undecided, and 32% either voting “no,” or not planning to vote at all.     
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Multnomah County Income Tax 
 
With a sample of 106 Multnomah County voters represented (+/-10% margin of error), a majority appears to be supporting 
the proposed tax increase, with 63% in favor, versus 11% undecided, and 26% opposed.   
 
Among Democrats, 76% support the measure, compared to just 43% of Republicans.  Higher support also comes from 
the youngest voters, including 82% among those age 25-34. 
 
 
Statewide Sales Tax Revisited  (Statewide Margin of Error: +/-3.9%) 
 
A proposal for a sales tax, which was described as “neutral to the average taxpayer,” with constitutional limits on 
increases, and tied to a corresponding decrease in property taxes, was supported by 44% of households statewide.  Only 
6% were undecided on this perennial issue, as 50% opposed the idea. 
 
Education was a determining factor in this debate, as those with the less education were significantly less likely to support 
the measure.  Over half (53%) of those with a college education, and 59% of those with post-graduate degrees supported 
the idea.   
 
 
Thinning Timber on State Lands   (Statewide Margin of Error: +/-3.9%) 
 
A forest health initiative to increase fire protection and generate additional revenue was very popular with Oregonians, 
supported by 71% of those surveyed and opposed by 18% (with 11% neutral or not sure).  Support was highest in the 
Eastern part of the State at 81% in Congressional District 2, yet had majority support even in the urban area (59% in 
CD3). 
 
 
To Pump or Not to Pump? (Statewide Margin of Error: +/-3.9%) 
 
The question of whether or not to allow Oregonians to pump their own gasoline continues to divide Oregonians, with 43% 
supporting the idea and 49% opposing the idea.  Most women (58%) oppose the idea, as do those over age 55 (61%). 
   
 

 2 
 



 

Q1. In general, do you think things in Oregon are headed in the right direction or the wrong direction? 
  
 
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ———————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— 
    DEM- REP- NO        HIGH SOME    $25K $35K $50K $75K        
   FE- OCR- UBL- PAR-  18- 25- 35- 45- 55-  SCHL CLLG 4-YR GRAD UNDR - - - - OVER       
 Total MALE MALE AT ICAN TY MISC 24 34 44 54 64 65+ LESS TRAD DGRE DGRE $25K $35K $50K $75K 100K 100K ONE TWO 3 FOUR FIVE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 621 298 323 227 198 120 76 47 92 100 139 106 129 177 216 121 96 138 94 104 112 52 39 123 111 114 162 111 
  48% 52% 37% 32% 19% 12% 8% 15% 16% 22% 17% 21% 29% 35% 19% 15% 22% 15% 17% 18% 8% 6% 20% 18% 18% 26% 18% 
 
Wrong direction 394 196 198 149 128 74 43 19 58 66 94 70 81 111 129 75 71 82 57 67 74 34 28 82 68 72 95 77 
 63% 66% 61% 66% 65% 62% 57% 40% 63% 66% 68% 66% 63% 63% 60% 62% 74% 59% 61% 64% 66% 65% 72% 67% 61% 63% 59% 69% 
Neutral / Not sure / Don’t know 122 48 74 44 31 27 20 11 19 17 26 21 26 36 45 24 15 27 17 20 22 11 7 25 22 26 36 13 
 20% 16% 23% 19% 16% 22% 26% 23% 21% 17% 19% 20% 20% 20% 21% 20% 16% 20% 18% 19% 20% 21% 18% 20% 20% 23% 22% 12% 
Right direction 105 54 51 34 39 19 13 17 15 17 19 15 22 30 42 22 10 29 20 17 16 7 4 16 21 16 31 21 
 17% 18% 16% 15% 20% 16% 17% 36% 16% 17% 14% 14% 17% 17% 19% 18% 10% 21% 21% 16% 14% 13% 10% 13% 19% 14% 19% 19% 
 
         Chi Square 4.64 6.17 16.87 6.49 5.45 8.87 
 .098 .405 .077 .371 .859 .353 
 
 
 
Q2. Your local school district is placing proposed tax increases on the May 20th ballot, with the money staying in your community.  Will 
you be voting "Yes" or "No" or not voting on this measure?  (IF "NOT SURE")  Are you leaning towards voting "Yes" or "No?" 
  
Beaverton School District - only 
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ———————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— 
    DEM- REP- NO        HIGH SOME    $25K $35K $50K $75K        
   FE- OCR- UBL- PAR-  18- 25- 35- 45- 55-  SCHL CLLG 4-YR GRAD UNDR - - - - OVER       
 Total MALE MALE AT ICAN TY MISC 24 34 44 54 64 65+ LESS TRAD DGRE DGRE $25K $35K $50K $75K 100K 100K ONE TWO 3 FOUR FIVE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 57 25 32 23 16 13 5 7 9 13 16 3 9 17 13 14 13 13 8 6 8 7 9 42 0 0 0 0 
  44% 56% 40% 28% 23% 9% 12% 16% 23% 28% 5% 16% 30% 23% 25% 23% 23% 14% 11% 14% 12% 16% 74% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
 
Yes 26 10 16 13 6 5 2 5 3 4 8 2 4 10 6 3 7 7 5 3 2 3 5 18 - - - - 
 46% 40% 50% 57% 38% 38% 40% 71% 33% 31% 50% 67% 44% 59% 46% 21% 54% 54% 63% 50% 25% 43% 56% 43% - - - - 
Leaning Yes 5 4 1 1 2 2 - 1 - 3 1 - - 1 1 3 - - - 1 4 - - 4 - - - - 
 9% 16% 3% 4% 13% 15% - 14% - 23% 6% - - 6% 8% 21% - - - 17% 50% - - 10% - - - - 
Not sure / Don't know / Refused 8 4 4 2 2 2 2 1 4 2 1 - - - 3 3 2 1 1 2 - 2 1 5 - - - - 
 14% 16% 13% 9% 13% 15% 40% 14% 44% 15% 6% - - - 23% 21% 15% 8% 13% 33% - 29% 11% 12% - - - - 
Leaning No 4 2 2 - 2 2 - - 1 1 1 - 1 - 1 3 - - - - - 1 - 4 - - - - 
 7% 8% 6% - 13% 15% - - 11% 8% 6% - 11% - 8% 21% - - - - - 14% - 10% - - - - 
No 9 3 6 5 4 - - - - 1 5 - 3 3 1 1 4 1 1 - 2 1 3 6 - - - - 
 16% 12% 19% 22% 25% - - - - 8% 31% - 33% 18% 8% 7% 31% 8% 13% - 25% 14% 33% 14% - - - - 
Not Voting 5 2 3 2 - 2 1 - 1 2 - 1 1 3 1 1 - 4 1 - - - - 5 - - - - 
 9% 8% 9% 9% - 15% 20% - 11% 15% - 33% 11% 18% 8% 7% - 31% 13% - - - - 12% - - - - 
 
         Chi Square 3.58 16.71 29.58 22.29 41.71 0.00 
 .611 .336 .241 .100 .019 .999 
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Q2b. Multnomah County has placed a proposed income tax increase on the May 20th ballot.  These taxes would go towards funding 
local schools, senior programs, as well as health and public safety programs.  Will you be voting "Yes" or "No" or not voting on this 
measure?  (If "not sure")  Are you leaning towards voting "Yes" or "No?" 
  
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ———————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ————————————————————— 
    DEM- REP- NO        HIGH SOME    $25K $35K $50K $75K        
   FE- OCR- UBL- PAR-  18- 25- 35- 45- 55-  SCHL CLLG 4-YR GRAD UNDR - - - - OVER       
 Total MALE MALE AT ICAN TY MISC 24 34 44 54 64 65+ LESS TRAD DGRE DGRE $25K $35K $50K $75K 100K 100K ONE TWO 3 FOUR FIVE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 106 40 66 46 21 25 14 6 17 16 30 12 25 25 33 25 21 26 10 20 23 7 10 0 0 106 0 0 
  38% 62% 43% 20% 24% 13% 6% 16% 15% 28% 11% 24% 24% 31% 24% 20% 25% 9% 19% 22% 7% 9% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 
 
Yes 56 22 34 29 8 13 6 3 8 10 19 4 12 14 14 13 14 16 2 9 16 4 5 - - 56 - - 
 53% 55% 52% 63% 38% 52% 43% 50% 47% 63% 63% 33% 48% 56% 42% 52% 67% 62% 20% 45% 70% 57% 50% - - 53% - - 
Leaning Yes 11 1 10 6 1 2 2 1 6 - 2 2 - 2 4 3 2 1 4 2 2 1 - - - 11 - - 
 10% 3% 15% 13% 5% 8% 14% 17% 35% - 7% 17% - 8% 12% 12% 10% 4% 40% 10% 9% 14% - - - 10% - - 
Not sure / Don't know / Refused 12 4 8 5 2 3 2 2 2 1 1 1 5 3 4 3 1 6 1 1 2 - 1 - - 12 - - 
 11% 10% 12% 11% 10% 12% 14% 33% 12% 6% 3% 8% 20% 12% 12% 12% 5% 23% 10% 5% 9% - 10% - - 11% - - 
Leaning No 3 1 2 - 2 1 - - 1 1 1 - - 1 1 - 1 - - 1 1 1 - - - 3 - - 
 3% 3% 3% - 10% 4% - - 6% 6% 3% - - 4% 3% - 5% - - 5% 4% 14% - - - 3% - - 
No 24 12 12 6 8 6 4 - - 4 7 5 8 5 10 6 3 3 3 7 2 1 4 - - 24 - - 
 23% 30% 18% 13% 38% 24% 29% - - 25% 23% 42% 32% 20% 30% 24% 14% 12% 30% 35% 9% 14% 40% - - 23% - - 
 
 
         Chi Square 5.56 12.99 34.50 5.28 30.76 0.00 
 .235 .370 .023 .948 .059 .999 
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Q3. There has been renewed talk about a statewide sales tax, for the purpose of providing stability to Oregon's budget.  If a sales tax 
was designed to have a neutral impact on the average taxpayer, based on a reduction in current property taxes, and was 
constitutionally limited so as to require voter approval for any sales tax increase, would you vote "Yes" or "No?"  (If "not sure")  Would 
you lean towards voting "Yes" or "No?"  (Neutral impact = average tax would be no more or no less…) 
   
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ———————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ————————————————————— 
    DEM- REP- NO        HIGH SOME    $25K $35K $50K $75K        
   FE- OCR- UBL- PAR-  18- 25- 35- 45- 55-  SCHL CLLG 4-YR GRAD UNDR - - - - OVER       
 Total MALE MALE AT ICAN TY MISC 24 34 44 54 64 65+ LESS TRAD DGRE DGRE $25K $35K $50K $75K 100K 100K ONE TWO 3 FOUR FIVE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 611 294 317 225 197 113 76 45 90 96 139 105 128 172 211 121 96 132 92 103 112 52 39 119 109 112 160 111 
  48% 52% 37% 32% 18% 12% 7% 15% 16% 23% 17% 21% 28% 35% 20% 16% 22% 15% 17% 18% 9% 6% 19% 18% 18% 26% 18% 
 
Yes 213 100 113 81 69 37 26 18 34 28 56 31 44 57 50 54 48 42 24 35 41 22 22 46 32 52 51 32 
 35% 34% 36% 36% 35% 33% 34% 40% 38% 29% 40% 30% 34% 33% 24% 45% 50% 32% 26% 34% 37% 42% 56% 39% 29% 46% 32% 29% 
Leaning Yes 57 24 33 21 20 8 8 3 6 11 14 12 11 16 22 10 9 9 10 11 13 5 3 13 13 13 10 8 
 9% 8% 10% 9% 10% 7% 11% 7% 7% 11% 10% 11% 9% 9% 10% 8% 9% 7% 11% 11% 12% 10% 8% 11% 12% 12% 6% 7% 
Not sure / Don't know / Refused 35 14 21 17 4 11 3 5 8 7 6 3 5 12 9 9 3 9 7 7 4 2 1 8 7 7 8 5 
 6% 5% 7% 8% 2% 10% 4% 11% 9% 7% 4% 3% 4% 7% 4% 7% 3% 7% 8% 7% 4% 4% 3% 7% 6% 6% 5% 5% 
Leaning No 24 14 10 8 11 3 2 2 3 6 7 1 5 3 13 4 3 4 8 2 3 1 2 4 2 4 10 4 
 4% 5% 3% 4% 6% 3% 3% 4% 3% 6% 5% 1% 4% 2% 6% 3% 3% 3% 9% 2% 3% 2% 5% 3% 2% 4% 6% 4% 
No 282 142 140 98 93 54 37 17 39 44 56 58 63 84 117 44 33 68 43 48 51 22 11 48 55 36 81 62 
 46% 48% 44% 44% 47% 48% 49% 38% 43% 46% 40% 55% 49% 49% 55% 36% 34% 52% 47% 47% 46% 42% 28% 40% 50% 32% 51% 56% 
 
 
         Chi Square 3.43 13.51 20.88 35.53 25.19 24.60 
 .488 .333 .404 .001 .194 .077 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 KGW Northwest News Channel 8 / Omnibus May 
 May 13, 2003 



 

Q4. Some have suggested increasing the thinning of timber on State lands, for the purpose of improving forest health, for fire 
protection, and for providing additional revenue.  Would you support or oppose this idea?  Would that be strongly or somewhat? 
 
  
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ———————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ————————————————————— 
    DEM- REP- NO        HIGH SOME    $25K $35K $50K $75K        
   FE- OCR- UBL- PAR-  18- 25- 35- 45- 55-  SCHL CLLG 4-YR GRAD UNDR - - - - OVER       
 Total MALE MALE AT ICAN TY MISC 24 34 44 54 64 65+ LESS TRAD DGRE DGRE $25K $35K $50K $75K 100K 100K ONE TWO 3 FOUR FIVE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 621 298 323 227 198 120 76 47 92 100 139 106 129 177 216 121 96 138 94 104 112 52 39 123 111 114 162 111 
  48% 52% 37% 32% 19% 12% 8% 15% 16% 22% 17% 21% 29% 35% 19% 15% 22% 15% 17% 18% 8% 6% 20% 18% 18% 26% 18% 
 
Strongly support 285 154 131 85 128 44 28 20 33 47 68 53 62 100 101 48 34 63 41 45 57 27 21 51 65 31 83 55 
 46% 52% 41% 37% 65% 37% 37% 43% 36% 47% 49% 50% 48% 56% 47% 40% 35% 46% 44% 43% 51% 52% 54% 41% 59% 27% 51% 50% 
Somewhat support 156 68 88 65 45 31 15 13 26 27 33 27 29 39 53 38 25 34 27 24 37 9 9 35 24 37 37 23 
 25% 23% 27% 29% 23% 26% 20% 28% 28% 27% 24% 25% 22% 22% 25% 31% 26% 25% 29% 23% 33% 17% 23% 28% 22% 32% 23% 21% 
Neutral / Not sure / Refused 67 21 46 30 10 15 12 5 8 11 12 7 21 21 21 7 13 21 12 10 4 3 5 11 10 19 13 14 
 11% 7% 14% 13% 5% 13% 16% 11% 9% 11% 9% 7% 16% 12% 10% 6% 14% 15% 13% 10% 4% 6% 13% 9% 9% 17% 8% 13% 
Somewhat oppose 36 18 18 13 6 8 9 4 12 5 4 3 7 7 14 7 7 9 4 8 5 2 1 7 5 10 10 4 
 6% 6% 6% 6% 3% 7% 12% 9% 13% 5% 3% 3% 5% 4% 6% 6% 7% 7% 4% 8% 4% 4% 3% 6% 5% 9% 6% 4% 
Strongly oppose 77 37 40 34 9 22 12 5 13 10 22 16 10 10 27 21 17 11 10 17 9 11 3 19 7 17 19 15 
 12% 12% 12% 15% 5% 18% 16% 11% 14% 10% 16% 15% 8% 6% 13% 17% 18% 8% 11% 16% 8% 21% 8% 15% 6% 15% 12% 14% 
 
 
         Chi Square 12.88 56.87 28.35 26.83 28.48 33.01 
 .012 .001 .101 .008 .099 .007 
 
 
 

 4 KGW Northwest News Channel 8 / Omnibus May 
 May 13, 2003 



 

Q5. The legislature is considering a bill, which would allow consumers to pump their own gasoline.  Would you support or oppose this 
idea?  Would that be strongly or somewhat? 
  
 
 GENDER PARTY AGE EDUCATION LEVEL ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
 ————————— ———————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ——————————————————— ————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— 
    DEM- REP- NO        HIGH SOME    $25K $35K $50K $75K        
   FE- OCR- UBL- PAR-  18- 25- 35- 45- 55-  SCHL CLLG 4-YR GRAD UNDR - - - - OVER       
 Total MALE MALE AT ICAN TY MISC 24 34 44 54 64 65+ LESS TRAD DGRE DGRE $25K $35K $50K $75K 100K 100K ONE TWO 3 FOUR FIVE  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 561 275 286 203 178 113 67 43 85 88 124 99 115 161 197 108 85 126 84 93 102 46 33 115 104 98 144 100 
  49% 51% 36% 32% 20% 12% 8% 15% 16% 22% 18% 20% 29% 35% 19% 15% 22% 15% 17% 18% 8% 6% 20% 19% 17% 26% 18% 
 
Strongly support 161 97 64 42 56 41 22 12 30 40 47 17 15 39 45 42 33 22 23 23 35 18 20 44 36 32 34 15 
 29% 35% 22% 21% 31% 36% 33% 28% 35% 45% 38% 17% 13% 24% 23% 39% 39% 17% 27% 25% 34% 39% 61% 38% 35% 33% 24% 15% 
Somewhat support 76 38 38 25 36 11 4 11 13 7 15 11 19 16 33 12 14 18 10 12 15 5 3 22 11 10 15 18 
 14% 14% 13% 12% 20% 10% 6% 26% 15% 8% 12% 11% 17% 10% 17% 11% 16% 14% 12% 13% 15% 11% 9% 19% 11% 10% 10% 18% 
Neutral / Don't care / Refused 51 32 19 21 15 9 6 3 8 10 7 11 11 20 15 5 9 11 7 12 11 1 4 4 7 12 14 14 
 9% 12% 7% 10% 8% 8% 9% 7% 9% 11% 6% 11% 10% 12% 8% 5% 11% 9% 8% 13% 11% 2% 12% 3% 7% 12% 10% 14% 
Somewhat oppose 44 10 34 17 10 12 5 5 7 5 5 8 14 9 13 14 7 14 10 3 3 3 - 4 8 11 15 6 
 8% 4% 12% 8% 6% 11% 7% 12% 8% 6% 4% 8% 12% 6% 7% 13% 8% 11% 12% 3% 3% 7% - 3% 8% 11% 10% 6% 
Strongly oppose 229 98 131 98 61 40 30 12 27 26 50 52 56 77 91 35 22 61 34 43 38 19 6 41 42 33 66 47 
 41% 36% 46% 48% 34% 35% 45% 28% 32% 30% 40% 53% 49% 48% 46% 32% 26% 48% 40% 46% 37% 41% 18% 36% 40% 34% 46% 47% 
 
 
         Chi Square 27.72 26.44 56.20 34.41 45.29 38.03 
 .001 .009 .001 .001 .001 .001 
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